03500.518807 



PATENT APPLICATION 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



In re Application of: ) 

: Examiner: K. Duda 
MASAHIKO KUBOTA ET AL. ) 
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Sir: 

In compliance with the duty of disclosure under 37 C.F.R. § 1.56 and in 
accordance with the practice under 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.97 and 1.98, the Examiner's attention is 
directed to the documents listed on the concurrently submitted Form PTO/SB/08a. Copies 
of the foreign patent publications and non-patent literature documents are provided. 

The concise explanation of relevance for the non-English documents may be 
found, inter alia, in the English language abstracts or translations attached thereto and/or in 
the specification where cited. In addition, the concise explanation of relevance for some of 
these non-English documents may also be found in U.S. patents and published applications 
from the same family, as follows: 



Non-English Publication 


U.S. Patent or Publication 


JP 2003-25595 


6,960,424 B2 
7005/01 81 ^OQ A 1 


JP 2004-42650 


2004/0072107 Al 


JP 4-10940 and JP 4-10941 


5 218 376 
6455^673 
6,488,364 Bl 


JP 2004-46217 


6,986,980 B2 


JP 60-161973 


4,565,859 


JP 64-9216 


4,841,017 


JP 2000-326515 


6,895,668 B2 


JP 10-291317 


6,158,843 


JP 57-100429 


4,393,129 



CONCLUSION 

It is respectfully requested that the above information be considered by the 
Examiner and that a written confirmation be returned indicating that such information has 
been considered. 

Applicants' undersigned attorney may be reached in our New York office by 
telephone at (212) 218-2100. All correspondence should continue to be directed to our 
address given below. 
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